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{571 ABSTRACT

Decorative windings are applied to a fishing rod shaft
utilizing a combination of a painted area to which a
decal and accent thread windings are applied.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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METHOD OF APPLYING DECORATIVE
WINDINGS TO FISHING RODS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains to a method of manu-
facture of fishing rods, and more particularly to a
method of applying decorative windings to a rod shaft.
Windings of the type to which this invention pertains
are for decorative purposes and are placed along any
part of a rod shaft which is free of hardware and are
normally positioned just forward of the-handle. The
present invention is specifically concerned with- intri-
cate windings which, as will hereinafter become appar-
‘ent, have heretofore been reserved for very expensive
custom built rods.

In the past, intricate de51gns in decorative windings
were produced by first tightly winding thread around
the shaft to form a base for the decoration and then
winding individual threads around the rod shaft over
the base spiraling one thread in one direction and then
spiraling the next in the opposite direction so that the
threads intersect at precise intervals with the points of
intersection forming a straight line parallel to the axis of
the rod shaft. The process is repeated until a diamond,
or like effect is achieved after which the windings are
fixed and protected by application of clear €poxy or the
like.

This process, while yielding a very acceptable prod-
uct, suffers from numerous disadvantages from a com-
mercial standpoint. More specifically, in order to pro-
duce a large or “full-size” diamond design with respect
to the rod shaft diameter, with each diamond touching
the next adjacent diamond, the exact position and angle
must be determined, measured and laid out on the sur-
face of the rod shaft prior to actual winding requiring a
great deal of care and concentration. Each thread is
then wrapped individually or in small groups side by
side. After each wrap is made, the thread or groups of
thread must be secured at both ends before proceeding
with the next thread or group. Each of the foregoing
steps is extremely time consuming and intricate and can
usually be done only by the most skillful rod wrappers.
This significantly increases the cost of the rod, thus
prohibiting application of decorative windings to mass
produced rods.

In addition to the cost factor, since the thread must be
wound around the shaft, only spirals, cross-hatch or
diamond designs have heretofore been possible. Large
multi-colored cross-hatch or diamond designs are virtu-
ally impossible to produce uniformly, and t6 produce
multi-colored designs, a thread for each color must be
used which further complicates design and layout.
Moreover, the known method is restricted to colors
available for threads that can be used for fishing rods.
Metallic or translucent threads are unavailable.

Thus, the only process presently available suffers
from numerous problems and disadvantages and is com-
pletely inapplicable to rods for the average customer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, the prob-
lems and disadvantages associated with the prior art are
avoided by utilizing a combination of paint applied to
~ the rod shaft, a decal applied over the painted area and
accent windings applied over the decal to produce the
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desired effect of a demgn Wthh simulates a wound
thread design.

More specifically, in accordance with the present
invention, there is provided a method for applying dec-
orative windings to a fishing rod shaft which comprises:
applying a painted area along a portion of said rod shaft;
applying a predetermined printed design comparable to
a wound thread design over said painted area; applying
at least one accent winding around said shaft over said
printed design so that said design is visible between
succesive turns of said winding; and thereafter, fixing
said decorative winding to said rod shaft.

There has. thus been broadly outlined the more im-
portant features of the invention in order that the de-
tailed description thereof that follows may be better
understood and in order that the present contribution to
the art may be better appreciated. There are, of course,
additional features of the invention -that will be de-
scribed hereinafter and which will form the subject of
the claims appended hereto. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that this invention may be utilized as the.
basis for designing other applications for carrying out
the purposes thereof. It is, therefore, important that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent em-
bodiments as do not depart from the spirit and scope of
the:invention. .

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

- One embodiment of the invention has been chosen for
purposes of illustration and description; and is shown in
the accompanying drawings, forming a part of the spec- ‘
ification, wherein: - -

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a fishing rod shaft section
illustrating the.first step of the method of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a rod shaft section, illustrat-
ing the second step of the method of the present 1nven-
tion; and v

FIG. 3is a plan view of a rod shaft section illustrating
the third step of the method of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

With reference to FIG. 1, numeral 10 designates a
section of a fishing rod blank designated for application
of a decorative winding. The section illustrated is a
portion of the rod to which:-no hardware, such as a
ferrule, is to be attached; and for purposes of this de-
scription it may be assumed that the illustrated section
of the rod blank is that area immediately forward of
where the handle will be attached.

At the stage of production to which the FIG. 1 per-
tains, rod blank 10 has been pre-formed of fiber glass
and epoxy material as is well-known in the art; and has
had a finish such as an epoxy paint applied to its entire
surface. Thereafter, to an area of, for example, about 6
inches along the rod shaft, there is applied a decorative
paint 12 forming the base color of the decorative wind-
ing. Any type of paint may be used for this purpose so
long as it adheres to the rod blank. Since the rod illus-
trated is of fiber glass and epoxy design, and the blank
has previously been coated with an epoxy finish, it is
preferable that the decorative paint 12 also be an epoxy
base paint as this will bite into the finish of the rod blank
and form a strong bond thereto. Of course, a lacquer or
other type of paint could be used depending on the
nature of the rod blank and the finish applied thereto. It
is also preferred to use a paint 12 of a contrasing color
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to the finish of the rod blank as this enhances the deco-
rative nature of the winding.

Thereafter, as is shown in FIG. 2, a decal 14 is applied
to the circumference of the rod shaft 10 over. the
painted area 12. Preferably, decal 14 is a water soluble
decal having a printed design thereon so as to transfer
such design to the rod shaft with the base color 12
appearing through the transparent backing. Application
of the design to the circumference of shaft 10 can alter-
natively be accomplished by use of a label or by printing
directly on the rod shaft; and, as used herein, the term
“decal” is intended to encompass these alternative
methods. Those skilled in the art will quickly appreciate
that by using decal 14, as shown in FIG. 2, any wound
thread design configuration can be applied to the rod
shaft including non-linear designs which have hereto-
fore been unattainable. Moreover, decal 14 may have
any number of colors in the design. As shown, the de-
sign comprises adjacent alternating diamonds 16 and 18
in which, for example, diamond 16 has a plurality of
internal differently colored diamonds and diamond 18 is
open. As the decal 14 is wrapped around the rod shaft
10, it will be appreciated that the design continues
around the entire shaft so that as one rotates the rod
shaft, a diamond 16 would have its apex adjacent the
apex of a diamond 18.

Following application of the decal to the rod shaft at
least one decorative accent thread winding 20 is applied
over the decal 14 in a spiraling fashion, for example as
shown in FIG. 3. It will be appreciated that this step is
a relatively simple procedure which can be accom-
plished by a less skilled worker or even by mechanical
means. Then, a second thread winding 22 is applied in
the same spiraling fashion but in the opposite direction
to intersect at regular intervals with winding 20 at pre-
determined points in the design of decal 14. Most pref-
erably, windings 20 and 22 comprise groups of threads
which have been adhesively pre-bound together in the
form of a ribbon or braid in various colors if so desired.
The ends of windings 20 and 22 are secured at each end
of the decorative area by winding threads 24 around the
rod shaft in known fashion. Thereafter, a coating of
clear epoxy is applied over the entire decorative wind-
ing thus fixing the decal and threads and protecting
same against the elements.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art, the
foregoing method provides a means for application of
decorative windings to a fishing rod shaft which yields
a product comparable in design and appearance to the
heretofore known method but accomplishes same with
the need for highly skilled artisans and in a much
shorter period of time thus permitting use of decorative
windings on lower cost fishing rods which has hereto-
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fore been unavailable. Moreover, the present method
permits the use of any color or combination of colors
and shapes which was heretofore unattainable.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for simulating a wound thread design on
a fishing rod shaft which comprises the steps of:

applying a layer of paint to an area along a portion of

said rod shaft; '

applying a predetermined printed design comparable

to a wound thread design over said painted area,
said printed design being such as to allow partial
appearance of said painted area;

applying at least one accent winding around said rod

shaft over said printed design so that said design is
visible between successive turns of said winding;
and

thereafter, fixing said winding to said shaft.

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein said
printed design is a decal.

3. A method according to claim 1 wherein said
printed design is a label.

4. A method according to claim 1 wherein said accent
winding comprises a group of pre-bound threads in the
form of a ribbon.

5. A method according to claim 1 wherein said accent
winding comprises a group of pre-bound threads in the
form of a braid.

6. A method according to claim 1 wherein said fixing
step comprises application of a clear epoxy finish.

7. A method according to claim 1 wherein said
printed design includes a plurality of diamond shapes
and wherein said step of applying said accent winding is
performed by applying said winding in crisscross fash-
ion and aligning the open spaces between the winding
crossings such that at least some of said diamond shapes
are framed by said accent winding.

8. A method for simulating a wound thread design on
a fishing rod shaft which comprises the steps of:

applying a layer of paint to an area along a portion of

said rod shaft;

applying a predetermined printed design including a

plurality of diamond shapes comparable to a
wound thread design over said painted area, said
printed design being such as to allow partial ap-
pearance of said painted area between at least some
of said diamond shapes;

applying at least one accent winding in crisscross

fashion around said rod shaft over the parts of said
painted area which appear between said diamond
shapes such that at least some of said diamond
shapes are framed by said accent winding; and

thereafter, fixing said winding to said shaft.
* * % * *
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